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all rallied before the enemy gave way and were
marching perfectly in his view towards the rear of
his right flank; and I am confident that even then,
if Sir George had not retired with the utmost pre-
cipitation to his boats, he would have been cut off/'
Though he had given the enemy a sound thrash-
ing, Jacob Brown found his righteous satisfaction
spoiled by the destruction of the naval barracks,
shipping, and storehouses. This was the act of a
flighty lieutenant of the American navy who con-
cluded too hastily that the battle was lost and
therefore set fire to the buildings to keep the sup-
plies and vessels out of the enemy's hands. Jacob
Brown in his straightforward fashion emphatically
placed the blame where it belonged:

The burning of the marine barracks was as infamous
a transaction as ever occurred among military men.
The fire was set as the enemy met our regulars upon
the main line; and if anything could have appalled these
gallant men it would have been the flames in their
rear. We have all, I presume, suffered in the public
estimation in consequence of this disgraceful burning.
The fact is, however, that the army is entitled to much
higher praise than though it h^d not occurred. The
navy alone are responsible for what happened on Navy
Point and it is fortunate for them that they have
reputations sufficient to sustain the shock.